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WWA Travels to DC to Oppose H.R. 6939 

On December 3rd, leaders of the Wyoming Wilderness Association (WWA) traveled to 
Washington D.C., expressing their concerns to leaders about Representative Cheney’s bill, H.R. 
6939.  If passed into law, this bill would significantly reduce protections from nearly 400,000 acres 
of Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), including those in Wyoming’s spectacular Red Desert, like 
Adobe Town, the Honeycomb Buttes, and the Boar’s Tusk. It would also remove existing 
protections from 3.3 million acres of Forest Service roadless lands, including Recommended 
Wilderness Areas, and 700,000 acres of wilderness-quality BLM lands; it would overturn key 
pieces of environmental laws, including the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, the 
National Forest Management Act, and the National Roadless Rule; and it would prohibit the BLM 
and Forest Service from surveying for wilderness values on Wyoming public lands in the future. 
The bill does not recommend a single acre for Wilderness designation.  

“Once the bill passed the mark-up hearing with a 19-11 vote, our staff and board felt that a 
trip to D.C. was necessary,” said Executive Director Khale Century Reno. WWA delivered over 
100 personal stories from Wyoming residents about the value of these wildlands and a petition 
against the bill with over 2,600 signatures.  “When we met with Representative Cheney’s staff, we 
shared the interests of thousands of Wyoming residents, asking her to rethink this bill entirely.  

 WWA met with Congressional leaders from New Mexico, Arizona, Idaho, New York, Virginia 
and Wyoming. “Senator Barrasso and Senator Enzi were receptive to our concerns over the bill,” 
Reno said, adding, “Leaders from other states also disapproved of the bill and vocalized their 
opposition.” In addition, WWA met with key staff members from the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee and the House Natural Resources Committee.  

“Since Representative Cheney held no meetings open to the public, it was important that 
leaders in Washington hear from us,” said WWA Organizer Shaleas Harrison. “We wanted leaders 
to know that many Wyoming people disapprove of Congresswoman Cheney’s approach and want 
to see these areas protected,” she went on to say. “Once our wild country becomes fragmented and 
developed, it is gone; we can’t make more of it. Given the extreme and controversial content of the 
bill, we are hopeful that it won’t pass.”   

In addition to Reno and Harrison, Governing Council member Bart Koehler represented 
WWA. Other organizations visited were The Wilderness Society and Backcountry Hunters and 
Anglers.   
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From left to right: Shaleas Harrison, Bart Koehler, Senator Barrasso, and Khale Century Reno 
discussing concerns over HR6939.  
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Bart Koehler, Khale Century Reno, and Shaleas Harrison in front of the Capitol.  
 

 
Executive Director Khale Century Reno and  
Senator Mike Enzi.  
 


