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Humans are social: we live, work, and play in groups. In fact, it is when we 
coordinate our activities that we have the greatest opportunity to foster and implement change, in 
both good and bad ways. Doing ‘good’ provides the foundation for countless mission-oriented 
organizations across the country, spanning a range of  interests from service to trade to advocacy. 
Within the conservation field, some member-sponsored organizations carry the moniker “society” 
in direct reference to our group-living habits. The native plant society and wildlife society come to 
mind.  Other groups use a different label such as alliance, coalition, or federation. We chose 
“association.”  Regardless of  the name, we and all other organizations have one thing in common: 
we value our members. 

The Wyoming Wilderness Association is stronger and more effective because you - our members - 
add to our voice. You pitch in by writing letters to the editor, by providing comments to proposed 
agency actions, and by volunteering time at events. Your financial support allows us to advocate 
for public lands protection across the breadth of  Wyoming from the peaks to the prairies. Without 
a doubt our collective action improves the quality of  life for those who value wild places. 

You also reap benefits from the social association that binds us. You rest assured knowing that we 
are devoting time and effort to protect public wild lands. If  you join us on our outings or attend 
our events, you meet and share experiences with like-minded people, the first step in developing 
those friendships and collaborations that lead to a true society. And, of  course, our newsletters 
and social media posts keep you informed of  the latest challenges to conservation. 

As many organizations across the country struggle to keep members, we at WWA are grateful you 
have remained committed to supporting our mission and programs. Thank you. 
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Help us fight for wild land protections The Red Desert 
is one of the last great, undeveloped tracts of high desert in the 
United States; its variety of landforms and abundant wildlife are 
found nowhere else on Earth. Here dwell red playa lakes dotted 
with bright green greasewood, barren stretches of sheet erosion 
and painted badlands, intractable shifting sand dunes— some      
containing deposits of ice cells that feed pools and ponds at the 
base of large dunes, and fossil beds from an ancient inland sea.   

The Red Desert still retains the paths and agrological remains left 
from the Oregon, Mormon Pioneer, and Cherokee trails, and the 
region has seen some ten thousand years of presence by humans 
who knew the desert not as "wilderness" but as home. The area  
contains 13 Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), a newly discovered 
mule deer migration corridor, and the largest desert elk herd in 
North America. Unfortunately, the landscape is threatened by its 
plentiful oil, gas, and coal reserves. We must ensure key ecological 
and wildlife areas retain protections in the management plan for 
this landscape. 

The BLM’s Rock Springs Field Office has been revising 
its resource management plan (RMP) for this landscape, which will 
direct the management of 3.6 million acres. Sources tell us the draft 
RMP will be released for public input this winter 2018! WWA is 
proud to be involved in this process since 2011, ensuring the most 
recent research and inventories conserve culturally and ecologically 
sensitive areas while also striving to educate the public about this 
area’s unique features. WWA inventoried landscapes surrounding 
the WSAs in the Northern Red Desert in 2013, which prmpted the 
BLM to recognize over 15,000 acres of lands with wilderness   
characteristics. Every year, WWA hosts public outings to key areas, 
holds community events to boost support for conservation of this 
place, presents at community forums such as city council and com-
missioner meetings about the importance of conserving wild places 
in the Red Desert, and publishes earned media in local news out-
lets. Furthermore, this last summer, WWA successfully completed 
a wilderness preservation stewardship project with the BLM field 
office.   

Now is your opportunity to help; your generous monthly gift to 
WWA’s wild lands campaign will help us continue to advocate and 
protect this incredible landscape. Become a Sustaining Member by 
donation to our PayPal account, via our website today! 
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Palisades Wilderness Study Area coming to the big screen 
 

WWA is currently collaborating with a filmmaker to produce a documentary that will increase the 
public’s awareness of the Palisades Wilderness Study Area, near Jackson. These 134,000 acres of 
spectacular primitive country deserve formal Wilderness designation. Pressure is mounting 
through the Wyoming Public Lands Initiative to open the Palisades to more motorized and mech-
anized recreation. Our goal is to highlight these threats so that quiet recreationists and other sup-
porters are motivated to pressure government officials from allowing the loss of wild lands that 
can never be replaced.  

The 10-20 minute film will weave narration and interviews to review the debate surrounding the   
Palisades’ wilderness designation and its important conservation position in the Greater Yellow-
stone Ecosystem. We plan to showcase the film in Teton, Sublette, and Lincoln Counties in Wyo-
ming and across the border in Driggs, Idaho.  

We need your help to raise the $13,000 needed to make this film a reality. Please consider donating 
to support this special project. Thank you for your help in raising the fundraising thermometer! 

AN ENERGY DOMINANCE AGENDA - WILL YOU HELP 
With the shrinking of National Monuments, the 
U.S. pulling out of the Climate Change agreement, 
agency budget cuts, lagging EPA enforcement, and the 
rescinding of clean air and water rules, it is   difficult to 
fathom the cumulative effect these changes will have 
on wildlands in Wyoming. We do know, however, that 
the Department of Interior’s new agenda, termed 
‘energy Dominance’, will have lasting impacts on areas 
that have previously been off limits to the fossil fuel 
industry. Energy dominance really means fewer envi-
ronmental regulations and the opening up of fossil fuel 
reserves in fragile habitats: in the Arctic and Atlantic 
Oceans; in Greater Sage-Grouse habitat throughout 
the West; and in wilderness quality lands in Wyoming.    

Last month, the Department of Interior proposed auc-
tioning oil and gas leases in hundreds of acres that have 
been inventoried for wilderness characteristics in the 
High Desert District of Southwest Wyoming. These 
Lands with Wilderness Characteristics (LWCs) sur-
round Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) and buffer 
them from negative environmental effects. Never    
before have we witnessed a sale of this size in the Red 
Desert. If these parcels are sold and become            
developed, the borders of the WSAs and the wilder-
ness values they provide will be irrevocably destroyed.   

WWA defends wilderness quality lands by implement-
ing a variety of strategies. We inventory for wilderness 
quality lands, submit formal comments on NEPA pro-
jects, and litigate unlawful actions on wilderness quality 
lands. WWA’s formal inventories document the wild 
nature of these lands and ensure that all management 
and planning considers wilderness characteristics,    

including oil and gas leasing. Our inventories have 
been recognized by the BLM and over 20,000 acres 
have been designated as LWCs. WWA writes formal 
comments to agencies on any projects or land use   
decisions that will impact wilderness. For example, we 
wrote lengthy comments on the Shoshone National 
Forest Travel Management Plan to stop road develop-
ment in wild areas. Finally, WWA used litigation to 
stop the use of helicopters in the Palisades WSA.  

Because of the new ‘energy dominance’ agenda, the 
BLM is failing to follow procedures which protect the 
environment. Until a management plan outlines how to 
manage LWCs, the agency cannot develop resources 
without following the regulations within the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). As parcels become 
nominated for oil and gas leasing, the BLM must com-
plete Environmental Assessments (EAs) that analyze 
and mitigate impacts to all resources, including wilder-
ness. However, the EA for the Red Desert oil and gas 
sale did not properly analyze the impacts to wilderness 
resources. It did not acknowledge that Lands With  
Wilderness Characteristics were being leased for devel-
opment. Therefore, WWA is building a case against the 
BLM to defer these leases.   

We will not allow the destruction of wilderness quality 
lands in Wyoming, and we need your help to continue 
this battle in the Red Desert. Your continued support 
allows us to monitor the unlawful exploitation of BLM 
lands. With your support we will fight for wilder-
ness in our imperiled sagebrush ecosystem.  

Keep it wild! 
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Season’s Greetings from WWA! As we wrap up 
another busy and fast-paced year, we want to take 
this opportunity to let you know, as a WWA   
member or supporter, you matter. Thank you to 
everyone in 2017 who  joined or renewed your 
membership, participated in an outing or joined a 
WWA sponsored event, submitted comments to 
agencies, and wrote   countless letters and emails to 
our elected officials. We made an impact!  
We are small yet mighty because of your input. 
Please let us continue to hear from you while we 
work to protect Wyoming public wild lands in the 

coming year. Our public and imperiled lands need 
our advocacy now more than ever. Our strength in 
force comes not only from our unified and loud 
voices… but also from the resources we can direct 
to projects. Please consider becoming a WWA 2018 
Sustaining Member by giving a monthly donation 
through our website. 
We would like to give extra recognition to Jewel 
Dirks, Mary Schroeder, Brett Governanti, and Don 
Crecelius for being our 2017 year-long sustaining 
members; your support helps build and develop our 
campaigns throughout the year. Thank you! 
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