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by Andrea Davidson 

When I introduce myself, I often say “Hi, 
I’m Khale.” While this is my name, it is only part of 
my name. My first name is Khale Century.  Perhaps the 
laundry list of questions keeps me from introducing myself 
with my full name. Is it one word or two? Where did that 
come from? How do you spell it? Were your parents       
hippies? My name doesn’t fit neatly on bubble forms. Most 
only have enough space for a 10 letter first name. Thus I 
became just Khale. This stopped much of the questioning 
about my peculiar first name. This is unfortunate because I 
then navigated social situations without having to tell my 
whole story.  A similar thing can happen when one’s job title 
or place of birth is announced; if the rest of the story is left 
out, it can lead to misconceptions and judgements.    

What is in a name? Or a label? If I were to introduce myself 
to you as a rancher, what sort of perceptions would you 
have? If I said I am a native of New York, what would you 
think? If I told you I work in the coal mines, what follow-up 
questions would you have? And what if I told you I was an 
avid fan of motocross and regularly went off road mudding? 
What would your judgements of me be? No matter your job 
title, birthplace or recreational preferences; when relayed in 
social situations, recipients of your expressions will have 
judgements about you.  

Discussions around public lands bring a lot of “titles” to the 
table. Peal back the names and labels and you have a person 

with a story.  It is up to us to reach across the table and get 
to know people. Get to know the whole person, not just 
part of their identity. This builds trust and respect. Hike 
with a local tribe member and find out their history and 
connection to various public lands. Explore a local          
wilderness study area (WSA) with your neighbor who is a 
coal miner. Have coffee with an avid mountain biker and a 
back country horseman.  And then engage in conversation 
about one thing that matters to all of us: Wyoming.  

A friend recently told me that giving people labels is just a 
lazy way of thinking. I think she is right. We have to get to 
the root of the story. This, of course, takes time and cannot 
be done in the middle of a public meeting. So I encourage 
you all to reach out, get people engaged across the spectrum, 
especially those that think opposite of you. Get outside and 
learn the story of Wyoming, of our public lands. Get to 
know people and their full stories. 

 

“All of us, those concerned with raising livestock, those of 
us interested in pictures of wildlife and wild flowers, and the 
sportsmen, all find something in this environment, accord-
ing to our needs and desires. This, I thought, is a sample of 
cooperation, of diversity, of democracy-so much on trial 
today, and all possible here in the open land.”   

~Mardy Murie from Intro Wapiti Wilderness pg 5 
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Representative Cheney has encouraged 
Wyoming County Commissioners to 
recommend eliminating the Wilderness 
Study Area (WSA) designation and to 
rush the Wyoming Public Lands Initia-
tive (WPLI). She wrote the Wyoming 
County Commissioners Association on 
April 9 stating plans to introduce a bill 
for Wyoming’s WSAs in the coming 
weeks. The legislation will include coun-
ties not part of the WPLI and counties 
that have completed their WPLI recom-
mendations.  

Congresswoman Cheney’s actions have 
caused a cascade of unfortunate events.  
On March 6, Sweetwater County Com-
missioners voted to approve Congres-
sional action to release all 13 Wilderness 
Study Areas in their county. These 
WSAs account for 250,000 acres of pro-
tected lands in the Red Desert, including 
the famous Adobe Town. On March 27, 
Park County Commissioners forced the 
WPLI committee to vote on recommen-
dations that were incomplete and bad 
for conservation. The recommendations 
do not have the support of two commit-
tee members: the public and conserva-
tion representatives. Despite not reach-
ing consensus, which the committee 
adopted, the commissioners seek to in-
clude the recommendations in Cheney’s 
bill. 

These events are troublesome, but we 
are grateful for your continued support 
to keep the WSAs in Wyoming as they 
are: roadless, wild and undeveloped. So 

far, many of you have answered our call 
for funds to mobilize against these at-
tacks. As a result, we have sent dozens 
of letters and petitions, with over a hun-
dred signatures, to Cheney’s office. We 
continue to share valuable information 
about WSAs with the press and decision 
makers at all levels of government. We 
have held events across the state and 
continue to share the beauty of these 
extraordinary landscapes on field trips. 
In the coming months, we will speak 
directly with our representatives in 
Washington on behalf of our members 
and the conservation community. Fur-
thermore, we will lobby representatives 
from other states to protect our public 
wild lands. 

Your support inspires us to keep 
fighting. At the Sweetwater County 
Commissioner meeting in March, we 
saw Nick Petrovich, a lifetime WWA 
member from Rock Springs. His father 
helped pass the Wyoming Wilderness 
Act of 1984. Today, Nick follows his 
father’s example and helps us advocate 
for wilderness. We thank Nick and oth-
er members for their consistent activ-
ism.  

Wilderness advocacy requires effort 
over the long-term; our mission depends on 
your continued support. WSA designation is 
the strongest protection that exists for 
BLM lands in Wyoming. Please support 
our work to defeat federal legislation 
that would abolish the WSA designation 
and the protection it provides.   

Sand Dunes WSA by LightAlive Photography 

Thank you for helping us defend Wyoming’s Wilderness Study Areas 



Meet WWA’s new organizer- Peggie dePasquale 
Peggie grew up in the mountains of western Maine in a century 
old drafty farmhouse, with her mother, her brother, eight to 
twelve Bernese Mountain Dogs, one and half horses, and a Maine 
Coon Cat. As an avid member of her school’s alpine ski team 
throughout high school, the rural setting of her hometown was a 
characteristic she took for granted until she moved to Boston, MA 
to attend Simmons College. The constant bustle of the city made 
her long for the wild places of her youth. 

Upon graduating, with a double major in Environmental Science 
and Public Health, and a double minor in Public Relations and 
Sustainability, Peggie began searching for jobs that would allow 
her to inspire others to care for the environment, preferably in the 
Mountain West where she could also indulge her love for skiing. 
During a Wilderness First Responder course she was pointed in 
the direction of the Teton Science Schools (TSS). In January of 
2014, she showed up in Jackson, WY and stayed for the next four 
years. After serving as an AmeriCorps intern with TSS, Peggie was 
hired as an instructor, and was promoted to lead instructor. 
Whether for work or for play, she spent every moment she could 
learning and exploring the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. The 
strong bonds she built with these wildlands gave her the realiza-
tion she could do more to serve and protect them, so Peggie de-
cided to go back to school. 

In the Fall of 2016 she accepted a spot in the TSS Graduate pro-
gram and began working toward a dual master’s degree in Natural 
Science, and Environment and Natural Resources. For the second 
part of the program she moved to Laramie to finish her course 
work at the University of Wyoming. This program allowed her to 
hone her skills as an educator, a naturalist and an engaged com-
munity member. Eager to return to the Jackson area with these 
new skills, she kept her eyes and ears open for job  opportunities; 
this past winter, she came across our posting for the Bridger-
Teton Community Organizer. For this dynamic and demanding 
position, Peggie is the perfect person. Please join us in welcoming 
Peggie as she returns to Jackson this May to join the WWA team 
and serve our mission! 
   

Peggie & Torii on the Continental Divide, Popo Agie & Bridger Wildernesses 
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Longtime WWA member, 
Bob Ahrens and president 
for Cloud Peak Chapter of 
Wilderness Watch. For the 
second year in a row, Bob 
recently got out with 
WWA’s team to volunteer 
for Sheridan’s Community 
Cleanup Day. WWA ex-
tends huge appreciation to 
Bob, and his wife Kathy, 
for being active members 
(dirty hands or not) to help 
advance our mission to 
protect Wyoming public 
wild lands.  
 

Thank you Bob! 
Join Peggie when WWA hosts the                        

5th Tuesday Speaker Series:  
“A day in the life of  a wilderness ranger: Then and now”  

May 29th, 6PM, Ordway Auditorium  
In the summer of 2018, WWA will commence 

our fifth consecutive year offering Young 
Ambassadors for Wilderness (YAW) - a 

statewide leadership program geared to get 
youth outside and active on public wild lands 
in outdoor adventures, outings, and activities 

lead by field experts. Additionally, we are 
excited to engage YAW participants in trail 

stewardship projects with the Bridger-Teton, 
Bighorn, and Shoshone National forests.  

Please contact Heidi if you would like to join 
the fun and volunteer, learn more, or give. 
Trainings will begin in June, projects will 

begin in July, and wrap in the fall. 

WWA stops leasing in                             
Greater Adobe Town 

The BLM deferred two lease parcels south of 
the Skull Rim of Adobe Town Wilderness 
Study Area. WWA requested for deferral of 
the lease parcels in the 2nd Quarter lease sale, 
met with the state director, and filed numer-
ous citizen letters in support of their deferral.  
When the final parcel list was released early 
May, the report said: “"Following response to 
public comments, a potential conflict with 
two parcels, 116 and 117, was discovered. As 
a result, the remaining portion of parcel 116 
and all of parcel 117 (1,402.220 total acres) 
are deferred under State Director discretion.” 
This is a huge success! We thank our mem-
bers and active citizens who supported us in 
this effort. As lease sales continue, we will 
keep you updated on our efforts to defend 
the extraordinary Adobe Town Landscape. 



P.O. Box 6588 
Sheridan, WY 82801 

Return Service Requested 

2018  Summer Outings  
Grab your calendar, look through the insert & contact us to reserve your spot. We look forward to seeing you on the trail! 

Please note: WWA members receive priority registration and space is limited. 

1. Sat, Jun 2nd, Rock Springs 
BLM, Run the Red Trail Run 
2. Fri, Jun 8th, Jackson 
Bridger-Teton NF, Palisades WSA Hike  
3. Sat, Jun 9th, Story 
Bighorn NF, Nat’l Trails Day Stewardship Project  
4. Sat, Jun 9th - Sun, Jun 10th, Lander 
BLM, Honeycomb Buttes WSA Yoga Retreat 
5. Thu, Jun 14th, Alpine 
Bridger-Teton NF, Ferry Peak Hike 
6. Sat, Jun 23rd, Buffalo 
Bighorn NF, Full Bloom Wildflower Hike 
7. Sun, Jun 24th, Jackson 
Bridger-Teton NF, Woods Canyon Hike 
8. Thur, Jul 6th, Jackson 

Bridger-Teton NF, Toppings Lake Hike  
9. Sat, July 21st, Lovell 
Bighorn NF, Devil’s Canyon Roadless Area Hike 
10. Sat, Aug 4th, Jackson 
Bridger-Teton NF, Shoal Creek WSA Exploration 
11. Sat, Aug 11th - Sun, Aug 12th, Buffalo 
Bighorn NF, Rock Creek R.W. Backpacking Trip 
 
 
              difficulty key: easy, moderate, strenuous 

 


